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At the Food Bank of North Alabama, we strive to not only feed those 
who are hungry today, but we also aim to help create solutions to 
end hunger tomorrow, which is why we launched the Farm Food 
Collaborative (FFC) in 2012. Serving as our area’s first local food hub, 
the FFC stimulates our local economy and makes Alabama’s food 
system stronger, fairer, more accessible and more efficient. We do 
that mainly by working with local farmers to find more markets for 
their products, but we also work with local food producers. 

One of the many partner relationships we are particularly proud of 
is with Harvest Roots, a fermented kraut and kombucha producer, 
whose kimchi was featured in Southern Living magazine’s June 
issue as one of 2017’s best Southern-made products.

Local is the focus of every aspect of Harvest Roots’ business 
philosophy. The owners, Lindsay Whiteaker and Pete Halupka, 
source ingredients from local farms, develop unique recipes and 
package and distribute their products all within a couple hundred 
miles of their Mentone kitchen. By partnering with FFC, they 
quadrupled production in 2016, which allowed them to create and 
maintain jobs in DeKalb County, where opportunities are scarce. 
Harvest Roots also supports local retail and small farm growth 
throughout the region. 

You don’t have to be a big producer or a large farm to have a huge 
impact. The Farm Food Collaborative is all about the “multiplier 
effect,” or the amount of local economic activity triggered by the 
purchase of any one locally grown/produced item. According to a 
Ken Meter study called “Local Food as Economic Development,” this 
multiplier effect turns every dollar spent into $1.40-$2.60. When 
looking at the larger context of Alabama’s multi-billion dollar food 
system, the impact is massive. 

All of our Food Bank programs work in tandem to address 
Alabama’s needs today as well as those of tomorrow. Thanks to 
supporters and partners like you, we all get to help ensure that 
none of our Alabama friends and neighbors go hungry and that 
we continue working together to create a healthy economy and 
a healthy society. 

Lindsay and Ann are jarring kimchi for area  
Whole Foods and Earth Fare stores.

Harvest Roots owners, Lindsay and Pete, are rooted in the 
community. For more info, check out their website  

www.harvestrootsferments.com

Small Kitchen, BIG IMPACT
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The Food Bank is excited to introduce two of our newest 
members to our team. Jesse King, Operations Deputy, and 
Joshua Matthews, Store Donation Program Coordinator, both 
joined us recently. 

Jesse King occupies a brand new position. As the Operations 
Deputy, he is responsible for the day-to-day operations of 
the warehouse, including staff supervision and oversight of 
our food safety program. Jesse comes from a background 
in grocery industry warehousing, as well as ownership of a 
long-haul trucking company. A little-known fact about Jesse is 
that he played football for Jacksonville State University. Jesse’s 
favorite part about working here is getting to be a part of the 

Food Bank’s mission of helping to feed the hungry. On a daily basis, he takes great 
satisfaction in helping our partner agencies procure the food items they need for 
those in their communities. He believes his contributions in organizing the warehouse 
and streamlining work processes will go a long way toward helping us feed more of 
those in need. 

Joshua Matthews, a Monrovia native, comes to us from the Community Food Bank 
of Central Alabama in Birmingham where he held a similar position. He worked with 
over 140 retail and food service donors, helping match them with local charities to 
reduce food waste and get food to those in need. His prior work experience includes 
time spent in sales and the retail industry. Joshua graduated from the University of 
Alabama in 2008, and felt called to help the community around him. "I was attracted 
to food banking because I have seen how much food is wasted and wanted to be 
involved in finding ways to get that food to those in need," he said. His two favorite 
things about his new assignment is everyone’s strong dedication to ending hunger 
and the staff camaraderie.

Please feel free to introduce yourself to them when you visit us as they would enjoy 
meeting all of you.

Welcome Jesse and Joshua!

Alabama State Bar President J. Cole Portis 
and Alabama Attorney General Steve 
Marshall recently announced the winners 
of the Alabama Food Frenzy, a statewide 
competition among law firms to benefit 
Alabama’s eight regional food banks. 
Altogether, firms donated more than 72,000 
pounds of food or its financial equivalent.

The organization collecting the most 
pounds of food per employee receives The 
Attorney General’s Cup. Fifty firms and legal 
organizations participated, making the 
second annual Alabama Legal Food Frenzy 
a real success.

“The response of attorneys throughout 
Alabama has been wonderful and 

demonstrates the strong spirit of public 
service to which the legal profession is 
committed,” said Attorney General Marshall. 
“I am proud to be a part of recognizing and 
honoring those who have participated in 
this important program.”

Progress Rail Corporate Law Division 
won both of the statewide awards. Based 
in Albertville, all of their contributions 
benefited the Food Bank of North Alabama. 
“We so appreciate Progress Rail and the 
eight other North Alabama firms that 
contributed to the Food Bank of North 
Alabama through the Legal Food Frenzy,” 
said Laura Fincher of the Food Bank of 
North Alabama. 

Law Firms Help the Hungry in Legal Food Frenzy

• Ables, Baxter, and Parker, P.C.
• Bradley Arant
• Conchin, Cloud and Cole, LLC
• Hinson & Hinson, P.C.
• Huntsville-Madison County Bar 

   Association

• Progress Rail Corporate Law Division
• Teresa Darwin Phillips,  

   Attorney at Law 
• United States Bankruptcy Court –  

   Northern District of Alabama
• Wilmer & Lee, P.A.

Nine local law firms participated & gave to the Food Bank



Northern Alabama is no stranger to tornadoes, but Jackson County’s small Pisgah 
and Rosalie communities have seen more than their share.

Late last November, the latest tornado roared through the area, destroying or 
damaging homes, churches, stores and barns while leaving a jagged scar on the 
scenic, rural landscape.  While buildings could be rebuilt and trees replanted, the 
storm also left a sad permanent mark as it took three lives.

Although Rosalie Baptist Church, a Food Bank partner since 2005, managed to 
survive similar storms in previous years, it did not pass unscathed this time.  After 
church members checked on their families and each other, they discovered their 
church was badly damaged.  Nonetheless, they courageously resumed their food 
ministry, knowing many in the area depended upon the food they provided each 
month.  On average, the church feeds 2-3 dozen families each month and sponsors 
a weekly community meal.

Although the food pantry storage trailer was blown off its foundation, it remained 
structurally intact, and the food inside wasn’t damaged.  After church volunteers 
returned the trailer to its foundation, their food pantry was back in business.  “Many 
of our clients are elderly,” said Mike Atkins, one of Rosalie’s food pantry coordinators.  
“If we had quit on them, they would have been hurt.  They depend on us.”

When the Food Bank checked on them in the spring, the damaged church had 
just been demolished, clearing the way for a new foundation.  This summer, 
approximately 50 volunteers from around the country in a group called 
Constructors for Christ are expected to spend five weeks doing the framing and 
truss work.  Afterward, a local volunteer group known as Carpenters for Christ 
will do much of the finishing work.  Pastor Roger Little said he hopes to conduct 
services in the new facility by the end of 2017.

Rosalie Baptist may be getting a new church, but their spirit and heart for service 
is not new.  Rosalie Baptist Church has shown itself to be remarkable during recent 
trials, but it isn’t unique.  North Alabama has hundreds of churches serving their 
communities every day, ready to be there when tragedy and disaster strikes.

The Food Bank is proud to support Rosalie Baptist’s feeding program, as well as 
nearly 250 others spread throughout the 11 counties of northern Alabama.

Rosalie Baptist Church Keeps Food Pantry Open  
Despite Devastating Tornado

Tornado Damage at Rosalie Baptist

ROCKET 
CHEF
ROCKET 
CHEF

Rocket Chef, the Food Bank’s annual 

fundraiser, is coming up soon on Aug. 7.  

This live cooking competition 

highlighting area chefs is in its 4th year. 
 

Learn more and buy tickets at 
www.merrimackhall.com/tickets. 
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On March 2nd, over 200 community members convened at First Baptist Church in Huntsville to 
learn about child hunger in the region and various strategies to combat the problem. The feedback 
was overwhelmingly positive as attendees gained an understanding of the gaps in our programs, 
connected with other community leaders, and were inspired to launch new program sites. 

Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle opened the 
Summit by proclaiming March 2nd Child 
Hunger Awareness Day in Huntsville. Laurel 
Moffat, the Summit’s organizer and the Food 
Bank’s Child Hunger Corps Member, shared 
results of her Community Needs Assessment, 
showing that in North Alabama, 1 in 4 
children are food insecure, far higher than 
the national average. But we’re making good 
progress here in North Alabama! Since our last 
Summit in 2014, our back pack program grew 
over 300% to cover almost two-thirds of the 
schools in our 11-county area.

Kim Krupa, former Chief Impact Officer of Louisiana’s largest Food Bank and an expert on rural child 
hunger, delivered the keynote address. She focused on how communities that work together can 
have a great impact through food and school pantries, back pack programs, and summer meal sites. 
She said, some of the simplest changes have great impact, such as providing a climate controlled 
space where folks could wait during summer pantry distributions or moving summer meals onto a 
mobile bus.

Attendees then were able to separate into several breakout sessions. Food Bank partners shared best 
practices for food pantries, weekend back pack programs and summer meals. Dr. Joycelyn Peterson 
of Oakwood University explained how hunger impacts child health. Tracey Alderdice of Second 

Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee described how to start school 
pantries. Rhonda Mann of VOICES for Alabama’s Children explained how 
to advocate for child well-being to make long-term inroads against food 
insecurity. 

The Summit was designed to inspire our partners who are already 
working toward ending child hunger to look for ways to enhance their 
programs, help more kids in need, as well as to educate other community 
members. The goal was to give those who already are in invested in 
ending child hunger the tools to improve and broaden their reach. By all 
measures, our 2017 Child Hunger Summit was a great success! We want 
to thank all those involved in ensuring children in North Alabama don’t 
have to worry about their next meal.

The 2017 Child Hunger Summit - 
a Smashing Success!

Would you like to visit 
our warehouse and learn 
more about the work of 

your Food Bank?
Sign up for a tour! It’s easy—

call (256-382-0296) or 
email Laura Fincher at 

communityrelations@fbofna.org. 
We would love to show you around.
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