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No one wants to see a child go hungry.

There are many ways the community can help make sure all children get enough
to eat. In an effort to increase our ability to feed children in need in our community,
The Food Bank of North Alabama added a specialist in child hunger to its staff

last August.

In her first few months at the Food Bank, Child Hunger Corps Member Laurel Moffat
has been assessing child-specific programs to find any gaps. The results of her
assessment are coming in, and so far, it's clear that we still have a long way to go.

In North Alabama, 60,000 children are food insecure, meaning their families
struggle to provide all the meals they need to grow and learn. Not knowing where
their next meal will come from, coupled with the unhealthy food they often eat
instead, puts children at risk for mental and physical diseases.

As a community, we're successfully growing our programs to address this meal
gap. Backpack programs have the most effective coverage, with about 60 percent
of all schools in North Alabama providing much-needed meal kits to kids over the
weekend. In just two years, community members and Food Bank partners have
worked with schools to grow the program from 40 to over 180 schools.

However, outside of school, our hungry kids have very few options. Over the
summer, just 14,000 children have access to free lunch. That’s only 20 percent of the
kids who are eligible during the school year. After school, coverage is even worse.
Just five of our 11 counties have after-school food programs—feeding about 11,500
kids, or 15 percent of those eligible. Some families go to soup kitchens and food
pantries run by our charitable partners instead. Almost one-third of the food they
distribute goes to kids, reaching about 20,000 of our 60,000 hungry kids.

We're behind the rest of Alabama, and far behind the national averages, but based
on the success of the backpack program expansion, it's clear North Alabama
residents have the will and the resources to meet this challenge.

You can learn more about child hunger in North Alabama and how you can be a
part of the solution at our upcoming Child Hunger Summit on Thursday, March
2,2017.The one-day event is free and is open to anyone interested in ending
child hunger in North Alabama. To learn more about the event and register, go to
hungersummit2017.org.
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NORTH ALABAMA

b CHILD HUNGER

SUMMIT 2017

When:
THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017

Cost:
FREE

Learn more and register:
HUNGERSUMMIT2017.0RG

Laurel Moffat joined the Food

Bank in August as a ConAgra

Child Hunger Corps member.

Originally from Syracuse, New
York, Laurel studied nutrition at
Cornell University. She has been
nose-deep in child hunger data

since her arrival in Alabama.
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Food Bank of North Alabama
Selects Executive Director

Citing her vision and leadership abilities, the Food Bank'’s
Board of Directors unanimously selected Food Bank’s own
Shirley Schofield to replace Kathryn Strickland as the new
Executive Director.

“Selecting a person to lead any organization is a significant responsibility and yet
Shirley’s selection as Executive Director was an easy decision for the board. She is,
hands down, the best possible person to lead the Food Bank today and into the
future,” Board President David Newberry announced.

"She is, hands down, the best possible person to lead the
Food Bank today and into the future,’

Board President David Newberry

Shirley Schofield began working at the Food Bank of North Alabama in 2014 as
liaison to retailers regularly donating food to the Food Bank, eventually becoming
the Food Donor Director. In this role, she increased the number of stores donating
from 56 to 79.

Grocery store donations now amount to over four million pounds of food a year, an
increase of 24%, a credit to Shirley’s spirited efforts.

Her deep knowledge of food safety, operational rigor and overall leadership was
responsible for the Food Bank earning the nation’s highest food safety score last
year among all food banks.

Shirley is passionate about the Food Bank’s mission in addressing hunger in our
region.”l am deeply honored to serve as the Executive Director of the Food Bank
of North Alabama and lead the Food Bank’s committed staff in its vital work to
help those in need,” she said.“We are lucky to be part of such a caring and giving
community that supports our efforts to fight hunger.”

Despite her many experiences across the country, Shirley’s roots are right here in
Alabama, and she is a graduate of Auburn University. “l have a personal and vested
stake in alleviating hunger in our great state,” Shirley said.

The Food Bank of North Alabama proudly supports the wonderful programs of
our 240 regional partners. One such partner is Fellowship Presbyterian Church’s
food program.

The church’s first food program launched in 2010 after investigating better ways
they could be of assistance to their community. “Our research had found that many
families who received financial assistance at the beginning of the month had used
all of their food by the third week of the month," said former ministry director Joyce
Pettis Temple.“There were children in many of these families. A food distribution
effort began in order to help bridge the gap until the first of the month.”

At Fellowship's first food distribution, the church fed 17 young families with
small children. The program has steadily grown ever since. Throughout 2016, the
church consistently provided food to 94 people each month and often exceeded
that number.

Long-time volunteer Dorothy Johnson works throughout the month gathering
food for distribution day. She procures much of her food, including fruits and



Alabama Farmers
Feed Alabama Students

Who needs Cutie oranges from California when there are Satsuma oranges
right here in Alabama? Both are about the same size, from the Mandarin
family, seedless, and sweet, but only the Satsumas are Alabama-grown!
They are also helping to end hunger in our state.

During school year 2015-16, only 4,000 of those cases were grown in
Alabama, with the rest coming from California and as far away as Japan. The
Alabama Department of Education asked the Farm Food Collaborative and
the state Department of Agriculture to get more Alabama farmers involved,
coordinate logistics and quadruple the number of Alabama Satsumas going
to our schools.

Working together, a few new farmers became Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP) certified and were able to sell their fruit to schools. During the current
school year, 16,000 cases of Alabama-grown Satsumas have been delivered,
which is a 400% increase! Our goal for school year 2017-18 is for Alabama
farmers to provide 24,000 cases.

Through our work with state and local Farm to School programs, the
Farm Food Collaborative helps to end hunger, supports local farmers and
strengthens the local economy in these ways:

« Alabama farmers and their workers make living wages and pay taxes,
which leads to less need in the community and more state revenue.

« Alabama kids who may not otherwise have access to fresh fruit and
vegetables get to eat food grown in their very own Alabama dirt.

Schools with the most students receiving free and reduced lunches get
the most fresh fruit and vegetables through the statewide Farm to School
program, so this food is going directly to those who need it most.

We hope Alabama Satsumas make their way into the commercial wholesale
market as well. If you see them in your grocery store next fall and winter, be
sure to grab some - they are good for your taste buds, good for your body,
and good for Alabama.

Fellowship Presbyterian

Volunteers
vegetables, from the Food Bank of North

Alabama, the Society of St. Andrew, the
community gardens of Commissioner Bob
Harrison, and from generous donors. When
asked why she does what she does, Johnson
said, “l care because | am interested in the
welfare of children and those who are in
need. | want to help others in their time

of distress.”

Current food program director Jacquelyn
Bennett added, “If we say we love the

Lord, then our words and actions must
match. Our faith and love of God must be
demonstrated by how we treat the hungry
stranger and least of these (Matthew 25:35).
By feeding the hungry, God’s love abides!”

FFC farmer from Grand Bay Jeremy Sessions has been
working with the statewide Farm to School program
for several years and is thrilled to see it grow!




Special Recognition Donations

In Honor of

Dr. Rashida Abbas

Sarah and Carl Gessler

By Tamar and Gocha Saliashvili

Board of Directors-Alabama Rural Electric
Association of Cooperatives

By Alabama Rural Electric Association of

Cooperatives

Peter and Jane Allen

By William Allen

Altec, Inc.

By New Directions Behavioral Health

The Beranek Family

Ann Denbo

Ruby Garlend

Mr.and Mrs. Ira Sutton

Wes and Angelia

By Stephen and Susan Ellzey

Lynne Berry

Lynn and John Burbach

Sandra Drake

Jeanne and Gary Huckaby

Stephanie and John Huckaby

Mary A. Jolley

Tricia and Will Kirk

Nita and Jim Lewis

Rosie Little

Jennifer and Sage Lyons

Lyla and Blake McMullen

Thalia and Francois Naussac

Joanne and Scott Osborne

Sue and George Royer

Katherine and John Shelburne

Mrs. Jane Stewart

Abbie Stokes

Perky and Jerry Taylor

Elzabeth and Troy Vannatta

By Julian and Betty Butler

Kate Heron Blackburn

By Stephen Benefield

Richard Anderson-Robins and Morton Group

Marty Blackwood-Fite Building Co, Inc.

Scott Bowman-COPT Property Management
Services, LLC

Mike Brown-Fite Building Co, Inc

John Caldwell-Orbital ATK, Inc.

Marshanne Castro-COPT Property
Management Services, LLC

Cavett Cooper-Pearson and Associates

Terry Dillard-Orbital ATK, Inc.

Dave Ely-KPS Group

J. Robert Fite-Fite Building Co, Inc.

Jack Fite-Fite Building Co., Inc.

Greg Hall-COPT

Kristine Harding-KPS Group

Harold Hays-Hays Cheatwood Consulting,
Inc.

Ann Humphrey-Orbital ATK, Missile
Products Division

Harry James-Fite Building Co, Inc.

Melanie Knight-COPT Property
Management Services, LLC

George Marcin-COPT Construction and
Development Services, LLC

Robert McCormick-Jesse Stutts, Inc.

Tim Packard-Fuqua & Partners Architects,
PC.

David Parkes-The Parkes Companies, Inc.

Frank Passarge-Vencore

Bob Ratliff-Dyson Construction Co., Inc.

Heather Aldridge Smith

Jay Stutts-Jesse Stutts, Inc.

Jim Stutts-Stutts Coporation, Inc.

Jimmy C. Wall-Jesse Stutts,Inc.

Greg White-COPT Property Management
Services, LLC

By Construction Project Consulting, LLC

Crabtree, Rowe & Berger Team
By William and Donna Berger
Dr. and Mrs. Goodson

Mrs. Mary Green

Mr. Chuck Roberts

Mrs. Lucy Thrasher

By Ralph and Mary Green

The Heart Center Physicians
By George and Sonya Soliman
Nancy Holzwanger’s Birthday
By Cindy Montgomery

Frieda Howell

By Mark, LE, Paul and Lori Handley
Britta Hughes

By Larry Olive

Lockheed Martin

By Karen McLaughlin

Pat and Karen Lynch

By Aimee Kilgo

Betty McCutchen

By Janice Glor

Bill and Clara McGriff

By Alex McGriff

Dr.and Mrs. Jim McMurray

By Charles and Cynthia Neidhardt
Mission Multiplier Consulting
By Jamie Miller

Thomas and Patrick Moore

By Matthew and Kathleen Moore
Thomas and Patrick Moore

By Amie T. Spitzig

New Life Emmaus Walk #30
By Sylvia C. Betts

Gregg Smith and Associates at G.L. Smith
By Drs. Ken and Rose Opengart
Ryan and Katie Pettit

By Jeff Pettit

Mike and Susan Reif

John and Amy Sullins

Marilyn Sullins

By Walter Sullins

Will Shirley

By W. David Shirley

Kathryn Strickland

By Alissa and Mark Mackiewicz
Thanksgiving

By David Block

Thanksgiving

By Daniel Kirby

Bob and Barbara Ward

By Mike and Cathy Ward

Mike Ward

By Robinson and Barbara Ward
Nancy Weaver

By Richard B. Deal

Wendy Yang and Richard Myers
By JohnE. Yang

Ryan and Brandy

By James L. Abercrombie
Cameron and Anna Grace

By John and Caitlan

Special thanks to the over
100 schools, organizations,
businesses and neighbors who
held food drives and donated
food during the holiday season.

In Memory of

Thomas Albro

By David and Linda Young
Clarence Michael Bailey
By William Bailey

Ronald E. Ballew

By Douglas and Cathy Farris
Kenneth H. Gaskins

CM.D.

By Debbie D. Wimbish
Betty and Talmadge Clayton
By Dianne C. Wills

Bridget Dietz

By Kurt Dietz

Frank Dykes

By Helen and Will Bracken
Edwin, my Dad

By Cindy Gray

Wendell Elrod

By Ralph and Mary Green
Al and Mary Fuller

By Kirk Fuller

Noreen Galgay

By Janice K. Thurston

Vicki Johnson

By Jimmy and Etta Barnett
Jimmy Manning

By Tena Alford

Charlotte McEachin

By Edwin and Janel Bates
Mary Louise Meyer

By Wayne Meyer

Robert Middleton

By Louise Applegate

Kay Batchelor

Patricia Hammer

Anne Helms

Hoa Jehle

Jones Valley Walking Group
H. Wayne and Ann S. McDonald
Laurie Noojin

Vivienne Pastrick

Glenda Weatherly

Martha Napper

By Anna Becraft

Cynthia Brown

William and Judy Buchanan
Edward and Sarah N. Fedak
P. Colleen Kay

Nan Lilley

Lyla M. McMullen

George Sawyer

John "Jack" Norman

By Rebecca and Franklin Raby
Ingelore Reynard

By Thomas Reynard

Joe Sacks

By Fred Kolchin

Bill Semmes

By Helen Bracken and Melanie Cooksey
Jeanne Fraser Simonds

By Cindy and Chuck Neidhardt
Fred Simpson

By Lois Schering

George Sloan

By Edmund Semmes

Frank Vaughn

By Sheri Belmont

Alwynna Vinson

By Ray Vinson

Fred Wills

By Dianne C. Wills

Marvin Wood

By Juanita Hardin

George H.Woolley, Sr.

By Elizabeth Woolley
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