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Artwork from children in summer meals 2017.

Thanks to our partners, we 
connected with three new 
summer meal sites, expanding 
from four to seven and serving 
over 6,300 meals to 160 children. 

Hunger CHAMPions in the Shoals

Thanks to our partners, now 
children in the Shoals have more 
access to meals outside of school. 

In 2017, we partnered with the City of 
Florence and the YMCA of the Shoals to 
expand meal programs in the area...and 
doubled our reach!

We started hosting meal programs for 
kids in the Shoals in 2014 with three 
summer sites. We grew our presence 
each year, adding partners, and new this 
year, we engaged further by partnering 
with the City of Florence on the 
CHAMPs project.

Cities combating Hunger through 
Afterschool and summer Meals Programs 
(CHAMPs) is a national initiative to expand 
year-round access to free meals for 
children in need. CHAMPs engaged cities 
because of their understanding and 
influence of local needs. The initiative 
was funded by Walmart and spearheaded 
by the National League of Cities and the 
Food Research Action Center. Florence 
City, in partnership with the Food Bank of 
North Alabama, was one of 12 cities across 
Alabama to win funding through CHAMPs.

The highlight of our CHAMPs project was 
our partnership with the City and the 
YMCA. The City of Florence publicized the 
meal programs with ads in the Mayor’s 
Newsletter, billboards, and Facebook Ads. 
According to Sarah Cabler of Safeplace, 
“All of the attention, in the words of 
one of our site coordinators, means, 
‘Parents feel like someone cared about 
them enough to provide meals‘” 

The YMCA not only hosted programs 
year round, but hosted our celebratory 
produce giveaway. As part of the pilot 
program designed by our Child Hunger 
Corps member, Laurel Moffat, we gave 
out over 500 pounds of fresh fruit and 
vegetables to families at the YMCA. The 
event celebrated the end of summer 
and beginning of afterschool meals, and 
featured volunteers big and small! Lyndsey 
Borden, Community Development 
Planner from the City of Volunteer, as 
well as children from the YMCA helped 
give away local tomatoes, fresh peaches, 
homegrown peppers, and more.

Thanks to our partners, we connected 
with three new summer meal sites, 
expanding from four to seven and 
serving over 6,300 meals to 160 children. 
Then children attending the YMCA after 
school gained access to seamless snacks 
when the YMCA became the newest 
afterschool meal sponsor in Florence. 
Between the YMCA and the Boys and 
Girls Clubs, we expect to double the 
snacks served in the 2017-18 school year 
to over 30,000. According to Catherine 
Schiesz of the YMCA of the Shoals, “When 
lunch is taken care of… parents are 
much relieved. The kids? They’re thrilled.”

Local tomato tasting at the produce giveaway 
at the YMCA of the Shoals, features tomatoes 
from J. Calvert Farms, a partner of the Food 
Bank’s Farm Food Collaborative

Lyndsey Borden, Community Development 
Planner from the City of Florence, and Laurel 
Moffat, Child Hunger Corps Member at the 
Food Bank, help give away produce to families 
at the YMCA of the Shoals in August 2017.

Save the date!
The Shoals Child Hunger Summit

is March 8th in Florence. 
Learn more and register at 

www.hungersummit2018.org
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The Great Diaper Drive was a huge 
success. The initiative, founded five 
years ago by a partnership between 

WHNT News 19 and Rocket City Mom, is a 
huge diaper drive that benefits the families 
served by the Food Bank’s partner charities. 

This is the second year the Food Bank has 
participated, and benefitted. This year, iHeart 
Media Huntsville also got involved, doing 
on-air broadcasting all day from the Diaper 
Blitz Day location at the Walmart on Madison 
Boulevard. That extra push and publicity 
helped. The Great Diaper Drive collected 
149,345 diapers, up by over 24,000 from 
the previous year. The day after the diaper 
drive, a group of Lawrence County High 
School seniors volunteered at the Food Bank, 
helping sort and count the diapers.

Many of the families who struggle to have 
enough food to eat also struggle to buy diapers. 

“We are very thankful for this partnership 
and the commitment to helping families 
in need,” said Food Bank Executive Director 
Shirley Schofield. “And we are very thankful 
to the generous people who donated to 
ensure babies have clean diapers.”

Babies that don’t have access to clean 
diapers have more health problems such 	
as diaper rash. If families don’t have diapers, 
then they can’t take their children to daycare, 
as most daycares require that families 
provide their own diapers. By supporting 
the Great Diaper Drive, the North Alabama 
community helps families in times of 
financial crisis. The Food Bank looks forward 	
to the next Great Diaper Drive this Fall!

Both Carpenter’s Cabinet 
food pantries have received 
an incredible amount of 
community support.

C arpenter’s Cabinet Director Chris 
Warnick’s drive to ensure people in his 
community don’t go hungry is fueled 

by his own experience as a child with an 
empty stomach.

 “I made a promise to God when I was 12 that 
if I was ever financially stable and could do it, I 
would help others find food so they wouldn’t be 
hungry like we were,”  Warnick said.

Carpenter’s Cabinet, with locations in Falkville 
and Holly Pond, feeds dozens of our neighbors 
in Morgan and Cullman counties each week. The 
first location, in Falkville, was founded in 2009 
when Warnick and a group of 10 community 
members came together to start the nonprofit. 
The Falkville location grew rapidly and now 
feeds about 1,500 people each year.

The second location, in Holly Pond, opened 
in 2016. Warnick explained, “In 2014, we were 
approached by a church in Holly Pond that 
saw a big need there. We explored the area 
and performed a needs assessment with the 
help of the Food Bank. We were able to obtain 
grants and then we opened in Fall 2016.” In the 
first year of service, the Holly Pond location fed 
over 300 people. Now the facility is looking to 
expand. “We are trying to grow Holly Pond to 
become an emergency response center. The 
town has received money to build a storm 
shelter so Carpenter’s Cabinet Ministries 	
would also like to build an emergency kitchen,” 
added Warnick, a train engineer by trade.  

Both Carpenter’s Cabinet food pantries have 
received an incredible amount of community 
support. Each location is completely volunteer-
run. They are also both debt-free, due to 
a combination of generous community 
members and grants. The Food Bank helps 
provide much of the food for both locations 
and is proud to support Carpenter’s Cabinet 
as one of our partners.   

A G E N C Y  S P O T L I G H T : 

Carpenter’s Cabinet of 
Holly Pond and Falkville

Great Diaper Drive A 
Success for Fifth Year!



Pink Ladies were the stars of the 
Farm Food Collaborative’s first 
Apple Crunch Day celebration, 

though Cameos and Dixie Reds also 
were favorites. Third-graders from 
Walnut Grove Elementary had a chance 
to try these varieties of apples, as well as 
Granny Smith, Red Delicious and others, 
during the October morning event 
at Scott’s Orchard in Hazel Green. The 
students gushed about the sweetness 
of the Pink Lady apples and compared 
those to the tart Granny Smith apples 
all under the canopy of apple trees 
at the orchard. The day was designed 

The Food Bank team just wrapped 
up a busy year of 18 senior mobile 
pantry deliveries, funded through 

a generous grant from the Enterprise 
Foundation. At each distribution, the 
Food Bank distributed more than 3,500 
pounds of nutritious food and fresh 
produce to low-income senior housing 
facilities in Morgan, Lauderdale and 
DeKalb counties. The locations were 
targeted because of the high levels of 
senior food insecurity at each place. In 
addition to delivering food, the Food 
Bank also had staff members on hand 

to celebrate National Farm to School, 
where schools highlight fresh, locally 
grown produce on lunch menus. Scott’s 
Orchard supplies locally grown apples 
to all 1,500 schools in the state. The kids 
were joined by many food and farming 
advocates and officials from across the 
state, who also got to try the apples 
and pick favorites. Those in attendance 
included: Alabama Commissioner of 
Agriculture John McMillan, Alabama 
Farm to School Director Don Wambles, 
Madison County Schools Child Nutrition 
Program Director Barb Haugtvedt, 
Food Bank of North Alabama Executive 

to help the seniors enroll in benefit 
programs, such as SNAP (food stamps). 
The Food Bank enlisted between 6-10 
community volunteers to assist with 
packing and delivering the food at 
each location. This program received 
very positive responses. Many of the 
residents, most whom are on fixed 
incomes, said they look forward to 
each of the deliveries since it helps 
them stretch their limited dollars 
while receiving healthy items such as 
pineapples, mangos, or avocados that 
they usually couldn’t afford to purchase.

Director Shirley Schofield and Madison 
County Commissioner Roger Jones. 
Fifth-generation apple farmer Will Scott 
hosted the group. The students joined the 
officials on a covered wagon ride around 
the orchard. Farmer Will led the tour and 
explained how his family grows and picks 
the apples. Afterward, everyone enjoyed 
a sampling of 10 varieties of locally 
grown apples. We are already looking 
forward to Apple Crunch Day 2018!

Farm Food Collaborative Apple Crunch Day

Food Bank Wraps Up 18 Senior Mobile Pantry 
Deliveries Thanks to Enterprise Grant

Corporate & 
Foundation 
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Special
Recognition
Donations

 Would you like to
help the Food Bank
by volunteering in

our warehouse?
Signing up is easy—
call 256-382-0296 or 

email Laura Fincher at
communityrelations@fbofna.org.

In Memory of 
	
Isa-Monika Applebaum
By Ray Applebaum	
Richard Buford Austin	
By Ashley Austin
Darla Renee Bailes	
By Linda Berry
Patricia Blackwell	
By Randall Blackwell	
Betty Boles
By Michael and Sonja Bernier
Patty Ciliax	
By Evelyn J. Kurtz
Robert W. Gifford	
By Barbara Grace Gifford
Trevor Michael Hook
By Jane Johnston	
Cheryl Jackson
By The Kuehlthau Family Foundation
Linda Lill	
By Gordon Lill
Blake McMullen	
By Dianne C. Wills, Sharon Hayes and 
Steve Clayton
Mary Louise Meyer	
By Wayne Meyer
Ruby Moore
By Parker Hannifin
Alfred Moore, Vietnam Veteran
By Stephanie Kutis
My Daughter
By Nancy Mullin
Erin O’Keefe
By Colleen O’Keefe	
Olon R. Patterson
By Marshall Space Flight Center - NASA
Milton and Betty Peeler	
By Betty (Boothy) Peeler
Shirley Rodgers
By Fred W. Rodgers 
Evelyn “MawMaw” Rozell
By Anne Stagg
Dolly Schlagheck
By Ralph and Mary Green
Fay Sellers
By Karen Francis
Wilma Sellers  
By Susan Mickey
Fred B. Simpson, Esq.
By Lois Schering
Fred and Nell Thompson	
By Cora Bowden	
Betty J. Webb
By Raymond Webb		
Harry C. Welch
By Bill Welch
Sara Welch
By Bill Welch

In Honor of 
	
Richard Anderson-Robins and 		
Morton Group	
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Scott Bowman-COPT Property 
Management Services, LLC	
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Nan Austin
By Ashley Austin
Wendall and Irene Baker
By Bradley Baker
Scotty and Charlene Baugh
By Bradley Baker	
Marty Blackwood-Fite Building Co, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Board of Directors-Alabama Rural Electric 
Association of Cooperatives
By Alabama Rural Electric Association of 
Cooperatives
Brown Family
By Jennifer Simmons	
	Mike Brown-Fite Building Co, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Lynn and John Burbach
By Julian and Betty Butler
John Caldwell-Orbital ATK, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
David Canaday-Corporate Office 
Properties Trust
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Marshanne Castro-COPT Property 
Management Services, LLC		
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Ben Clark-Millennium Corporation
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Cavett Cooper-Pearson and Associates
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Jeff Cooper-Redstone Federal Credit Union
By Construction Project Consulting LLC	
Crabtree, Rowe & Berger Team	
By William and Donna Berger
Terry Dillard-Orbital ATK, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Lyle Douglass-Fitness for Life
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Sandra Drake	
By Julian and Betty Butler
Dave Ely-KPS Group	
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Employees of J.A. King
By John King
Farm Food Collaborative	
By Laurel Paget-Seekins
J. Robert Fite-Fite Building Co, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Jack Fite-Fite Building Co., Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
God	
By Steven and Sharon Robinson
Dr. and Mrs. Bill Goodson
By Ralph and Mary Green
Adam Hajari
By Susan Dove	
Greg Hall-COPT
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Kristine Harding-KPS Group
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Sharon Hayes’  Birthday
By Dianne C. Wills	
Dennis and Terry Hines
By Carol and Ed Jenkins
Stephanie and John Huckaby
By Julian and Betty Butler
Jeanne and Gary Huckaby
By Julian and Betty Butler
Ann Humphrey-Orbital ATK, Missile 
Products Division
By Construction Project Consulting LLC	

Harry James-Fite Building Co, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC	
Martha Joffrion’s birthday	
By Adalene Bledsoe
Mary A. Jolley
By Julian and Betty Butler	
Jones Family of Huntsville
By Michael Farkas	
John and Vicki Kennedy
By Cameron Handyside	
Tricia and Will Kirk
By Julian and Betty Butler
Melanie Knight-COPT Property 
Management Services, LLC
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Nita and Jim Lewis	
By Julian and Betty Butler
Rosie Little
By Julian and Betty Butler
Lockheed Martin
By Karen McLaughlin
Jennifer and Sage Lyons
By Julian and Betty Butler
Paul and Sue Madole
By Ralph and Mary Green
Make America Great Again	
By Ronald To
George Marcin- COPT Construction 	
and Development Services, LLC
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Tim and Joy Marion	
By Jennifer Novak	
Robert McCormick-Jesse Stutts, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Betty McCutchen
By Janice Glor	
Lyla and Blake McMullen
By Julian and Betty Butler
Merry Christmas from Rebecca
By Narelle Brothers
My Children
By Neil and Joan Hankin
Thalia and Francois Naussac
By Julian and Betty Butler
Drs. Ken and Rose Opengart
By Melissa Goldman	
Joanne and Scott Osborne
By Julian and Betty Butler
Tim Packard-Fuqua & Partners 
Architects, P.C.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Mrs. Charlotte Park	
By Edwin and Janel Bates
David Parkes-The Parkes Companies, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Frank Passarge-Vencore
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Peace
By Peter and Sibylle Voetsch
Fred and Peggy Pendergrass
By Bradley Baker
Bob Peters
By Carol and Ed Jenkins
Ryan and Katie Pettit
By Jeff Pettit	
Pilgrims of New Life Emmaus Women’s 
Walk #31
By Sylvia and Charles Betts	
Bob Ratliff-Dyson Construction Co., Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Susan and Mike Reif
By Walter Sullins	
Mr. Chuck Roberts	
By Ralph and Mary Green
Sue and George Royer
By Julian and Betty Butler
Capt. (Ret.) and Mrs. Oliver J. Semmes, III
By Edmund Semmes	

Katherine and John Shelburne
By Julian and Betty Butler
W.R. Shirley
By David Shirley	
Heather Aldridge Smith
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Dianne Spears
By Connie and Richard Spears
Abbie Stokes 
By Julian and Betty Butler
Jay Stutts-Jesse Stutts, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Jim Stutts-Stutts Corporation, Inc.
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Amy and John Sullins
By Walter Sullins
Marilyn Sullins
By Walter Sullins
Doris Sundback
By Karen Sundback
Perky and Jerry Taylor
By Julian and Betty Butler
The Heart Center Physicians
By George and Sonya Soliman
Bernie and Mary Ann Thomas
By Cameron Handyside
Mrs. Lucy Thrasher
By Ralph and Mary Green
To Thank Those Who Work with 
Weekend Backpack Programs 		
for Schools
By Sara Burr Levy	
Lynne and Joe  Vallely
By Julian and Betty Butler
Elizabeth and Troy Vannatta
By Julian and Betty Butler
Vertiv’s Holiday Food Drive
By Amanda Conger	
Jimmy C. Wall-Jesse Stutts, Inc..
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Greg White-COPT Property 
Management Services, LLC
By Construction Project Consulting LLC
Mrs. James C. (Sybil) Wilkinson 		
and Family
By John and Linda Williams
Wendy Yang and Family
By John E. Yang	
Ryan and Brandy 
By James L. Abercrombie

Special thanks to the over 
100 schools, organizations, 
business and neighbors who 
held food drives and donated 
food during the holiday season.


